
King Achashveirosh was Finnish with 
his disobedient wife, Queen Vashti.

Meanwhile, Mordechai sat outside the palace, 
where the Chile Haman would Czech up on him daily.

Mordechai went into mourning and tore his 
clothes - a custom known as Korea. He urged 
Esther to plead with the king. The Jews fasted 

for three days and grew very Hungary.

Haman and his ten sons were hanged and 
went immediately to the Netherlands. And to 
Sweden the deal, the Jews were allowed to 
Polish off the rest of their foes as well.

At the feast, she invited her guests 
to a second banquet to eat Samoa.

Haman’s loud Wales could be heard 
as he carried Honduran this scene.

And that is why the Purim story Israeli a 
miracle. G-d decided to China light on His 

chosen people. So now, let’s celebrate! Forget 
all your Syria’s business and just be happy! 

Serb up some wine and Taiwan on! Happy Purim!

After  she  had  Ghana  way,  the  king’s  messengers  
went Roman the land to find a new queen. And India 

end, the beautiful Esther won the crown.

You Congo 
now!

Kenya Belize 
come to a banquet 
I’ve prepared for 
you and Haman?

I Haiti you because you 
refuse to bow to me! USA very 

stubborn man. You Jews are such 
Bahamas! If you keep this up, 

Denmark my words! I will have 
all your people killed!

In the entire world we find that Klal Yisroel are a nation scattered yet singular, planted 
in many lands yet rooted in one eternal covenant. Hashem promises that wherever they 
journey, His Presence journeys with them, guiding their steps through every exile and 
every era. Empires redraw borders, but they cannot erase a people whose homeland 
dwells in their hearts. Across continents and generations, the Jewish spirit endures with 
unwavering faith. At the time of the Megillah, though dispersed across 127 provinces, Klal 
Yisroel fasted, prayed, and united under Mordechai and Esther’s leadership. Distance did 
not divide them, and decree did not defeat them. Together they transformed fear into 
tefillah and uncertainty into trust. Thus Purim reminds us that even across the globe, 

Klal Yisroel remain one nation under Hashem - united and eternal.

Esther, why 
Jamaica big meal like 

this? Just tell me what 
you want. Unto half my 

United Kingdom will I 
give you.

You lost 
your enemies and 

Uganda friend.

Spain full for 
me to say this, but 
Haman is Russian to 

kill my people.

Around the World in 80 Punsבס״ד

Just 
Kuwait and 
see, you 
Turkey!

Oman! Iraq my 
brains in an effort to 
destroy the Jews. But 
that sneaky Mordechai 

- Egypt me!

Reshaim Remnants
The very first זֹהַר explains that רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  is כְּ
compared to a rose because the flower has thirteen 
petals. The thirteen petals correspond to the 
thirteen דּוֹת  .attributes of mercy ,רַחֲמִים of מְּ

Corresponding to every petal there is a thorn. Therefore, there are 
thirteen thorns on every stem. These correspond to the thirteen 
enemies of רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ מָעֵאל starting from – כְּ  :הָמָן and ending with יִשְּ
מָעֵאל עֹה ,עֲמָלֵק ,עֵשָו ,יִשְּ עָם\בָלָק ,פַרְּ רָא ,בִלְּ חֵרִיב ,גָלִיַת ,סִיסְּ נֶצַר ,סַנְּ בוּכַדְּ  ,נְּ
טִיוֹכוּס רִיָאנוּס ,טִיטוּס ,אַנְּ  הָמָן The thorn of .הָמָן and (Hadrian) הַדְּ
perished, brought out the rose  in רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  ,בַיִת שֵנִי and led to the כְּ
so too may all the wicked thorns of our time perish and we will see  
the  לִישִי יָמֵינוּ אָמֵן ,בַיִת שְּ הֵרָה בְּ  !בִמְּ

...וגם אויבנו   
יאבדו, ויסתרו 

ולא נמצאו 
 לעולם 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please read this publication only during the Purim סְעודָה.

בס״ד

 is a time of great joy and it is also a time when people פּוּרִים 
do not take things quite as seriously as they do the rest of the year. It 
is with this in mind that there used to be a (מוֹרֶה מִפִּי מוֹרֶה) מְסוֹרָה for 
the young ית רַבָן  on this festive day פִּזְמוֹן to sing a complex תִנוֹקוֹת שֶל בֵּ
(original version as from the days of מָרְדָכַי and ר  :(אֶסְתֵּ

 A ring-a-ring of roses 
A pocketful of posies 

A tissue-a-tissue 
We all fall down. 

 This פִּזְמוֹן needs אוּר  .It is obvious that it has great depth .בֵּ
The י שוּשַן י וּמִנְהָגֵּ  asks a few perplexing questions, and with his טַעַמֵּ
answers he opened up a whole new insight into this פִּזְמוֹן: 
 (2) What is the חֶשְבוֹן that the ר  chooses to double the מְחַבֵּ
word ring and tissue, but only finds it necessary to use a pocketful of 
posies? (4) How exactly did a ring of roses, a pocketful of posies and 
two tissues make them all fall down? (4)  Why is this פִּזְמוֹן sung 
specifically on (1) ?פּוּרִים Who was the “we” referring to, in the last 
line, “we all fall down”? (5) What is the significance of this “pocketful” 
of posies? (6) Why is the י דוֹרוֹת  to hold hands and dance in a מִנְהָג מִדוֹרֵּ
circle all through the פִּזְמוֹן?  (b) Why do we abruptly fall to the ground 
when singing the last words of this rather short but intriguing פִּזְמוֹן? 
 The ְאָלטעֶר שִיך explained that this brilliant פִּזְמוֹן was 
composed to provide the other side of the story of הָמָן’s string of 
failed misunderstandings. His 1st mistake. He never learned the מִדְרָש 
on the words in (2:2) שִיר הַשִירִים, “As the rose among the thorns, so is 

my love among the maidens”. [Ed. Note: The 2 double words (ring & 
tissue) are alluding to chapter and verse in (2:2) שִיר הַשִירִים].  The 
ל protect [the roses]  צַדִיקִים explains that the מִדְרָש  from their כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
sins [the thorns]. צַדִיקִים will come together and unify ל  כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
through תְשוּבָה to bring them closer to ד. The first ring, symbolizes the 
ל of אַחְדוּת  dancing in a ring, holding each other’s hand and כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
equally connected to their neighbors. The 2nd ring represents ד׳’s 
eternal connection to ל  ,A ring has no beginning and no end .כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
representing the eternal nature of ד׳’s eternal connection to His 
people. His second mistake was the power of תוֹרָה learning with 
children. הָמָן reluctantly admitted that מָרְדְכַי’s teaching about a 
pocketful of posies (flours) (small amount of עוֹמֶר flour) had 
outweighed his 10,000 silver שְקָלִים. His 4th mistake was in his date 
calculation of his wicked plan. He saw a tissue cloth when he drew the 
lots and picked the month of אֲדָר. He immediately thought he hit a 
jackpot. This was the month that ל  used many tissues after כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
 He was unaware that the .שִבְעָה s passing and then during the’מֹשֶה
tissue cloth represent the cloth wrapping of מֹשֶה when he was born 
and again at his בְרִית. And so, just after הָמָן describes his public 
embarrassment, but just before הָמָן is taken to his first and only  סְעוּדַת
 before whom you have begun ,מָרְדְכַי trembled, “If ,זֶרֶש ,his wife ,פּוּרִים
to fall, is of Jewish descent, YOU will surely fall down!” She really 
meant to say “WE”! We all fall down to commemorate the other side 
of the story! Adapted from: Shoe Shine Serenades, תְרוּמַת הַבֶטֶן, and more 

(with kind permission from the Purim Rebbe שליט״א) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  
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ה ן עֲלוֹת מִשִׁפְלָׁ ת שׁוֹשָׁׁ  סֻגַּ
… a nation that came together in a hedge of 

roses        , rose up from destruction 
ן מָׁ  thought he could           the growth of הָׁ
אֵל ל יִשְרָׁ  ,      but he was just a prickly ,כְלַּ
destined to be up         ed. ן מָׁ  to         הָׁ
power, but he didn't realize that אֵל ל יִשְרָׁ  כְלַּ
has much deeper                     . ן מָׁ  s plan’הָׁ
was clearly a       ding failure because he 
underestimated the           . A single rose 
might be fragile, but when we come together, 
אֵל ל יִשְרָׁ  become an un-       -       -able            כְלַּ
force and He protects us from all the prickly                of 
the world.                             Sauce: Based on the קְרוֹבֶץ for פּוּרִים on וִד ח דָׁ  .אֶת צֶמַּ
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תורת פורים שאבדו
ונסתר ואין נמצא



ד ה וְעווֹ ת  מְגִלָּ הִלְכווֹ

1. How did ֹיִתְרו know that the “Egyptian” who had saved his 

daughters was from יַעֲקֹב’s family?  

2. Which animal did ה  s time and that’אַבְרָהָם use that was from מֹשֶׁ

will live until the time of ַַמָשִיח? 

1. Because the waters of the well rose toward ֶׁה ֶׁה recognized that יִתְרוֹ ,מֹש  מֹש

must be from the family of (2:20 — ד״ה לָמָה זֶה עֲזַבְתֶן) יַעֲקֹב. 

2. A special חֲמוֹר, donkey. אַבְרָהָם had saddled this donkey for עֲקֵידַתַיִצְחָק, and it is 

the same donkey upon which ֶַַׁךְַהַמָשִיח ֶׁל זְכַרְיָ׳ַ) tells us פָסוּק will ride, as the מ

 :(ט:ט
 …

עָנִיַוְרֹכֵבַעַלַחֲמוֹרַ
…

 .(4:20 — ד״ה עַל הַחֲמֹר) 
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must be from the family of (2:20 — ד״ה לָמָה זֶה עֲזַבְתֶן) יַעֲקֹב. 

2. A special חֲמוֹר, donkey. אַבְרָהָם had saddled this donkey for עֲקֵידַתַיִצְחָק, and it is 

the same donkey upon which ֶַַׁךְַהַמָשִיח ֶׁל זְכַרְיָ׳ַ) tells us פָסוּק will ride, as the מ

 :(ט:ט
 …

עָנִיַוְרֹכֵבַעַלַחֲמוֹרַ
…

 .(4:20 — ד״ה עַל הַחֲמֹר) 
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• Before reading the ה כוֹת 3 ,מְגִלָּ העַל\לִשְמוֹעַ  (are recited: 1 בְרָּ א מְגִלָּ ה נִסִים (2 מִקְרָּ שָּ עָּ נוּ (and 3 שֶׁ חֱיָּ הֶׁ  .שֶׁ
• When ּנו חֱיָּ הֶׁ  is recited before the daytime reading of the שֶׁ

ה נוּ one should have in mind that the ,מְגִלָּ חֱיָּ הֶׁ נוֹת including) מִצְוֹת הַיוֹם should include all of the שֶׁ נוֹת   ,מִשְלוֹחַ מָּ בְיוֹנִיםמַתָּ אֶׁ  .(סְעוּדַת פּוּרִים and לָּ

 …
וְגַם חַרְבוֹנָה זָכוּר לַטּוֹב  

 … And also חַרְבוֹנָה should be remembered for good 

  The מַהַרַ״ל gives us an valuable insight in the honoring of 

 never חַרְבוֹנָה His few words may have been important, but .חַרְבוֹנָה

planned to do anything special. Why are we giving him any special 

mention every פּוּרִים? The ר ז:ט) פָּסוּק  by חַרְבוֹנָה clearly describes (אֶסְתֵּ

saying, ֹּאמֶר חַרְבוֹנָה אֶחָד מִן הַסָרִיסִים וַי
…

, And חַרְבוֹנָה, one of the 

servants of the king said …He was not given the title of יוֹעַצָיו, his 

advisor,  because  he  was  just  a  simple  slave  that  never  was  in  a 

position to be allowed to give advise to the king. He only stated the 

facts,  and  it  just  seems  to  be  a  regular  servant  of  the  king  who 

happened to be standing in the right place at the right time and said 

the right thing. The מַהַרַ״ל writes that the purpose of remembering 

 really חַרְבוֹנָה that explain that מִדְרָשׁ is primarily based on the חַרְבוֹנָה

was לִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא לִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא .אֵּ  had disguised himself in the form of the אֵּ

lowly servant, לִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא .חַרְבוֹנָה  to ד׳ was sent as the messenger of אֵּ

bring about the redemption of ל ר and מָרְדְכַי through כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ  .אֶסְתֵּ

He said exactly what was needed to bring הָמָן to justice, but in no 

way, should it take away from the efforts and תְפִלּוֹת of ל  We .כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ

acknowledge חַרְבוֹנָה because he was chosen to be the שָׁלִיחַ  ד׳. 

However the main thought is thanking ד׳ for sending His special 

messengers, throughout the ages, during our time of need.  

 According to other חַרְבוֹנָה ,מִדְרָשִׁים was a good but weak 

friend of הָמָן. He saw the wind blowing against his friend and jumped 

on the bandwagon to topple his friend, הָמָן. However, we must 

always remember that he still was a  ַשָׁלִיח of ד׳ to save the Jewish 

nation at the time when everything looked so dark and difficult and is 

deserving of the בְרָכָה that every Jew sings on וְגַם חַרְבוֹנָה זָכוּר … פּוּרִים

לִיכן פּוּרִים ☻☻☻  .לַטּוֹב  ☻☻אַ פרײֵּ
 

 

 A few years ago, former Secretary of State Colin Powell 

gave an award (posthumously)  for  "constructive dissent" to Mr. 

Hiram  (or  Harry)  Bingham  IV.   For  over  fifty  years,  the  State 

Department resisted any attempt to honor Bingham. For them he was 

an insubordinate member of the U.S. diplomatic service.  He  was 

considered a dangerous person to be in a position of power and was 

eventually demoted. Now, he has been officially recognized as a hero.  

 Bingham came from a very fine and prestigious family. His 

father, a famous archeologist, unearthed the ancient Inca City of 

Machu  Picchu, Peru. Harry entered the US diplomatic service and, in 

1939,  was  posted  to  the  port  city  of  Marseilles,  France,  as  an 

American Vice-Consul. The US was still neutral in the war, and they 

tried   to   avoid   annoying   the   Marshal   Petain's   Vichy   regime. 

Roosevelt’s government ordered its representatives in Marseilles not 

to grant visas to any Jews. Mr. Bingham found this policy impossible 

to live with. At the risk of his political career, he did all in his power to 

undermine it. In defiance of his Washington bosses, he granted over 

2,500 US visas to Jewish and other refugees. He even sheltered Jews 

in his home in Marseilles, and managed to obtain forged identity 

papers  to  help  Jews  in  their  dangerous  journeys  across  Europe. 

Bingham worked secretly with the French underground to smuggle 

Jews out of France into Franco's Spain or across the Mediterranean. 

He willingly contributed to their expenses out of his own pocket. In 

1941,  Washington  lost  patience  with  Bingham  and  sent  him  to 

Argentina,  where  later  he  continued  to  annoy  his  superiors  by 

reporting the movements of Nazi war criminals. Eventually, he was 

forced out of the American diplomatic service completely. Bingham 

died   almost   penniless   in   1988.   Little   was   known  about   his 

extraordinary  activities  until  his  son  found  some  letters  in  his 

belongings after his death. The old, crumpled letters showed just a 

fraction of his many heroic deeds during such a difficult period of 

Jewish history. Surely this quiet hero deserved to be listed under the 

banner shared by just a few noble gentiles throughout our long exile 

of … וְגַם חַרְבוֹנָה זָכוּר לַטּוֹב. 
Adapted from: Look Up and Dream (Robert Rietti) 

As always, the פּוּרִים רָב concluded his דְרָשָה with a thought 

provoking 1323 = שוֹשַנַת יַעֲקֹב צָהֲלָה :גִימַטְרִיָה. The גִימַטְרִיָה of 

 will כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל ,Any moment now .1321 = תִמְחֶה אֶת זֵכֶר עֲמָלֵק

totally overpower עֲמָלֵק by 2 — אֵלִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא and  ַמָשִיח. But the 

 s is: aגִימַטְרִיָה Rule 1 of .(take 2) תֵיקוּ ended with a פּוּרִים רָב

difference of 1 is not an issue. On פּוּרִים, where everything is 

doubled [e.g. מַזָל of מְגִלָה ,דגים by night and day, מִשְלוֹחַ מָנוֹת, you 

drink and see double etc.], should the difference of 2 not be an 

issue? 
Sauce: Stretched by a Story (without permission from SmartScroll)  *Names withheld to protest the guilty 

Dear ִּי   ,רֶב
ִּים   is a time of great פּוּר
joy and it is also a time when 
people do not take things quite 
as seriously as they do the rest of 
the year. It is with this in mind 
that   there   has   been   a   
ִּי מוֹרֶה) מְסוֹרָה ִּפּ  to sing an (מוֹרֶה מ
interesting rhyme on this festive 
day: 

Haman didn’t come to town 
riding on a pony 

He didn’t have a feather in his 
cap 

And his hair was full of macaroni 
 The origin of this 
hysterical nursery rhyme has its 
 in a difficult to comprehend שׁוֹרֶשׁ
lyric:  

Yankee Doodle went to town 
riding on a pony 

He stuck a feather in his cap 
And called it macaroni 

 After research in the 
Library of Congress, I found a 
ִּים  story behind this historical פּוּר
lyric. It is traced to a small town, 
Macerone, Italy. The town’s 
ledger (1795), introduces the 
story by mentioning a  ִּנְהָג מ
ִּים  that was prevalent in) קַדְמוֹנ
both Europe and America) that 

men wore an outdoor three 
cornered cap.  
 One ים  a nice Jewish ,פּוּרִּ
boy, יַעֲקֹב, decided that this 
styled head-covering was 
synonymous with הָמָן’s hat and 
came up an idea of his own. He 
drew a sketch of his dream 
ישׁעֶ ‘ יבִּ  hat. He went to the ’יְשִּׁ
local furrier who loved his idea. 
That ים  the boy dressed up as פּוּרִּ
כַי  and rode through town מָרְדֳּ
with his black hat and a feather 
stuck in the band. It was a major 
hit, especially among בְנֵי תּוֹרָה. 
The hat was named after the 
town, Macerone, and has been 
the headgear of Jewish men 
every since. A new multi-billion 
industry came into being, and 
today’s Borsolino hats are 
replicas of Yankel’s first doodle. 
 My י  יַעֲקֹב imagine if ,רֶבִּ
wouldn’t have acted on his 
dream, a dream that changed the 
headgear of every ’yeshiva-man’ 
in the world. Many great ideas 
are lost, because people dream 
but don’t act! 

ידוּת יד Your  ,בְיְדִּ  תַּלְמִּ

Sauce: Shoe Shine Serenades, ן טֶּ רוּמַת הַבֶּ  and more ,תְּ
(with kind permission from the Purim Rebbe יטָ״א  (שַׁלִּ

Contest Continued

זֵרוֹת ת״ח ות״ט and the Cossacks during the infamous ימ״ש Poland, were saved from the pogroms led by Chmielnicki ,(מז׳בוז׳) of Mezhbuzh. The Jews of Międzyrzec פּוּרִים This day was established as — 1647 / 5408 טֵבֵת 11 כַי Interestingly, the hero who was responsible for saving the city was called .(1649 — 1648) גְּ דְּ תֵר and his wife's name was מָרְּ   .אֶסְּ
רוֹן This day was established as — 1741 / 5501 טֵבֵת 14 רוּשׁ the Pasha (Persian or Turkish Governor that ruled over a country or a province) demanded that the Jews in his regime give him 50,000 ,5501 ,טֵבֵת On 11 .פּוּרִים The Window — פּוּרִים טאַקאַ or ,פּוּרִים חֶבְּ   .a large sack with 50,000 gold coins was miraculously discovered on a windowsill in the main shul טֵבֵת in order to annul his extermination order. The Jews fasted for three days and on the morning of 14 גְּ

 
הִלָה by the Baghdad (a day of miracles) יוֹם הַנֵס Baghdad. The Turkish leader Sultan Morad IV conquered the city of Baghdad from the Persians for the second time with the help of the Jews. The day was celebrated as a פּוּרִים This day was established as — 1638 / 5399 טֵבֵת 16 הָג and the city has a ,קְּ  .on this day תַחֲנוּן not to say מִנְּ

14 years of events recorded in the מגלה by month & year

 The 12th year of our 

international הִלְכוֹת חַג בְחַג contest is 

starting next ת  Our contest .שַבָּ

learning will IY”H focus on your 

learning some of the practical כוֹת  of הֲלָּ

the upcoming סַח — יוֹם טוֹב  .הִלְכוֹת פֶּ

 Starting פוּרִים, begin learning 

at least two כוֹת סַח in הֲלָּ  from הִלְכוֹת פֶּ

רוּךְ ן עָּ לְחָּ סַח every day until קִצוּר שֻׁ ב פֶּ רֶּ  עֶּ

(29 days). The two practical נִים  in סִימָּ

רוּךְ ן עָּ לְחָּ  to be completed twice קִצוּר שֻׁ

(totaling 23 סְעִיפִים x2) chosen for the 

contest are:  ן קי״ח ) סִימָּ ר  נַת הַסֵדֶּ  -הַכָּ

ן קי״ט and (י״א סְעִיפִים ר לֵיל ) סִימָּ סֵדֶּ

ר  י״ב סְעִיפִים -סֵדֶּ ). 

(continued on page 2.7 in this 

publication …) 

 Those who IY”H finish all the סְעִיפִים (along with completing שְנַיִם מִקְרָא וְאֶחָד תַרְגּוּם per grade level) before פּוּרִים or פֶּסַח can review what they learned in the remaining days of the contest. To join, please send a signed weekly fax to 718 506 9633 – include  grade, name, school, city, state, contact # — or parents/rebbei’im can send a weekly email (with the week’s parasha in the subject line) to : shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com. 

The Contest



ד ה וְעווֹ ת  מְגִלָּ הִלְכווֹ

1. How did ֹיִתְרו know that the “Egyptian” who had saved his 

daughters was from יַעֲקֹב’s family?  

2. Which animal did ה  s time and that’אַבְרָהָם use that was from מֹשֶׁ

will live until the time of ַַמָשִיח? 

1. Because the waters of the well rose toward ֶׁה ֶׁה recognized that יִתְרוֹ ,מֹש  מֹש

must be from the family of (2:20 — ד״ה לָמָה זֶה עֲזַבְתֶן) יַעֲקֹב. 

2. A special חֲמוֹר, donkey. אַבְרָהָם had saddled this donkey for עֲקֵידַתַיִצְחָק, and it is 

the same donkey upon which ֶַַׁךְַהַמָשִיח ֶׁל זְכַרְיָ׳ַ) tells us פָסוּק will ride, as the מ

 :(ט:ט
 …

עָנִיַוְרֹכֵבַעַלַחֲמוֹרַ
…

 .(4:20 — ד״ה עַל הַחֲמֹר) 

1. How did ֹיִתְרו know that the “Egyptian” who had saved his 

daughters was from יַעֲקֹב’s family?  

2. Which animal did ה  s time and that’אַבְרָהָם use that was from מֹשֶׁ

will live until the time of ַַמָשִיח? 

1. Because the waters of the well rose toward ֶׁה ֶׁה recognized that יִתְרוֹ ,מֹש  מֹש

must be from the family of (2:20 — ד״ה לָמָה זֶה עֲזַבְתֶן) יַעֲקֹב. 

2. A special חֲמוֹר, donkey. אַבְרָהָם had saddled this donkey for עֲקֵידַתַיִצְחָק, and it is 

the same donkey upon which ֶַַׁךְַהַמָשִיח ֶׁל זְכַרְיָ׳ַ) tells us פָסוּק will ride, as the מ

 :(ט:ט
 …

עָנִיַוְרֹכֵבַעַלַחֲמוֹרַ
…

 .(4:20 — ד״ה עַל הַחֲמֹר) 

Living with the Timeless Torah

Halacha 

Corner *Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Questions    weekend תוספות

לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

Focuson

Lomdus

Scholarly

Shmoozing*

Shmoozies

of 
the

Understanding

• Before reading the ה כוֹת 3 ,מְגִלָּ העַל\לִשְמוֹעַ  (are recited: 1 בְרָּ א מְגִלָּ ה נִסִים (2 מִקְרָּ שָּ עָּ נוּ (and 3 שֶׁ חֱיָּ הֶׁ  .שֶׁ
• When ּנו חֱיָּ הֶׁ  is recited before the daytime reading of the שֶׁ

ה נוּ one should have in mind that the ,מְגִלָּ חֱיָּ הֶׁ נוֹת including) מִצְוֹת הַיוֹם should include all of the שֶׁ נוֹת   ,מִשְלוֹחַ מָּ בְיוֹנִיםמַתָּ אֶׁ  .(סְעוּדַת פּוּרִים and לָּ

 …
וְגַם חַרְבוֹנָה זָכוּר לַטּוֹב  

 … And also חַרְבוֹנָה should be remembered for good 

  The מַהַרַ״ל gives us an valuable insight in the honoring of 

 never חַרְבוֹנָה His few words may have been important, but .חַרְבוֹנָה

planned to do anything special. Why are we giving him any special 

mention every פּוּרִים? The ר ז:ט) פָּסוּק  by חַרְבוֹנָה clearly describes (אֶסְתֵּ

saying, ֹּאמֶר חַרְבוֹנָה אֶחָד מִן הַסָרִיסִים וַי
…

, And חַרְבוֹנָה, one of the 

servants of the king said …He was not given the title of יוֹעַצָיו, his 

advisor,  because  he  was  just  a  simple  slave  that  never  was  in  a 

position to be allowed to give advise to the king. He only stated the 

facts,  and  it  just  seems  to  be  a  regular  servant  of  the  king  who 

happened to be standing in the right place at the right time and said 

the right thing. The מַהַרַ״ל writes that the purpose of remembering 

 really חַרְבוֹנָה that explain that מִדְרָשׁ is primarily based on the חַרְבוֹנָה

was לִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא לִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא .אֵּ  had disguised himself in the form of the אֵּ

lowly servant, לִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא .חַרְבוֹנָה  to ד׳ was sent as the messenger of אֵּ

bring about the redemption of ל ר and מָרְדְכַי through כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ  .אֶסְתֵּ

He said exactly what was needed to bring הָמָן to justice, but in no 

way, should it take away from the efforts and תְפִלּוֹת of ל  We .כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ

acknowledge חַרְבוֹנָה because he was chosen to be the שָׁלִיחַ  ד׳. 

However the main thought is thanking ד׳ for sending His special 

messengers, throughout the ages, during our time of need.  

 According to other חַרְבוֹנָה ,מִדְרָשִׁים was a good but weak 

friend of הָמָן. He saw the wind blowing against his friend and jumped 

on the bandwagon to topple his friend, הָמָן. However, we must 

always remember that he still was a  ַשָׁלִיח of ד׳ to save the Jewish 

nation at the time when everything looked so dark and difficult and is 

deserving of the בְרָכָה that every Jew sings on וְגַם חַרְבוֹנָה זָכוּר … פּוּרִים

לִיכן פּוּרִים ☻☻☻  .לַטּוֹב  ☻☻אַ פרײֵּ
 

 

 A few years ago, former Secretary of State Colin Powell 

gave an award (posthumously)  for  "constructive dissent" to Mr. 

Hiram  (or  Harry)  Bingham  IV.   For  over  fifty  years,  the  State 

Department resisted any attempt to honor Bingham. For them he was 

an insubordinate member of the U.S. diplomatic service.  He  was 

considered a dangerous person to be in a position of power and was 

eventually demoted. Now, he has been officially recognized as a hero.  

 Bingham came from a very fine and prestigious family. His 

father, a famous archeologist, unearthed the ancient Inca City of 

Machu  Picchu, Peru. Harry entered the US diplomatic service and, in 

1939,  was  posted  to  the  port  city  of  Marseilles,  France,  as  an 

American Vice-Consul. The US was still neutral in the war, and they 

tried   to   avoid   annoying   the   Marshal   Petain's   Vichy   regime. 

Roosevelt’s government ordered its representatives in Marseilles not 

to grant visas to any Jews. Mr. Bingham found this policy impossible 

to live with. At the risk of his political career, he did all in his power to 

undermine it. In defiance of his Washington bosses, he granted over 

2,500 US visas to Jewish and other refugees. He even sheltered Jews 

in his home in Marseilles, and managed to obtain forged identity 

papers  to  help  Jews  in  their  dangerous  journeys  across  Europe. 

Bingham worked secretly with the French underground to smuggle 

Jews out of France into Franco's Spain or across the Mediterranean. 

He willingly contributed to their expenses out of his own pocket. In 

1941,  Washington  lost  patience  with  Bingham  and  sent  him  to 

Argentina,  where  later  he  continued  to  annoy  his  superiors  by 

reporting the movements of Nazi war criminals. Eventually, he was 

forced out of the American diplomatic service completely. Bingham 

died   almost   penniless   in   1988.   Little   was   known  about   his 

extraordinary  activities  until  his  son  found  some  letters  in  his 

belongings after his death. The old, crumpled letters showed just a 

fraction of his many heroic deeds during such a difficult period of 

Jewish history. Surely this quiet hero deserved to be listed under the 

banner shared by just a few noble gentiles throughout our long exile 

of … וְגַם חַרְבוֹנָה זָכוּר לַטּוֹב. 
Adapted from: Look Up and Dream (Robert Rietti) 

As always, the פּוּרִים רָב concluded his דְרָשָה with a thought 

provoking 1323 = שוֹשַנַת יַעֲקֹב צָהֲלָה :גִימַטְרִיָה. The גִימַטְרִיָה of 

 will כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל ,Any moment now .1321 = תִמְחֶה אֶת זֵכֶר עֲמָלֵק

totally overpower עֲמָלֵק by 2 — אֵלִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא and  ַמָשִיח. But the 

 s is: aגִימַטְרִיָה Rule 1 of .(take 2) תֵיקוּ ended with a פּוּרִים רָב

difference of 1 is not an issue. On פּוּרִים, where everything is 

doubled [e.g. מַזָל of מְגִלָה ,דגים by night and day, מִשְלוֹחַ מָנוֹת, you 

drink and see double etc.], should the difference of 2 not be an 

issue? 
Sauce: Stretched by a Story (without permission from SmartScroll)  *Names withheld to protest the guilty 

Dear ִּי   ,רֶב
ִּים   is a time of great פּוּר
joy and it is also a time when 
people do not take things quite 
as seriously as they do the rest of 
the year. It is with this in mind 
that   there   has   been   a   
ִּי מוֹרֶה) מְסוֹרָה ִּפּ  to sing an (מוֹרֶה מ
interesting rhyme on this festive 
day: 

Haman didn’t come to town 
riding on a pony 

He didn’t have a feather in his 
cap 

And his hair was full of macaroni 
 The origin of this 
hysterical nursery rhyme has its 
 in a difficult to comprehend שׁוֹרֶשׁ
lyric:  

Yankee Doodle went to town 
riding on a pony 

He stuck a feather in his cap 
And called it macaroni 

 After research in the 
Library of Congress, I found a 
ִּים  story behind this historical פּוּר
lyric. It is traced to a small town, 
Macerone, Italy. The town’s 
ledger (1795), introduces the 
story by mentioning a  ִּנְהָג מ
ִּים  that was prevalent in) קַדְמוֹנ
both Europe and America) that 

men wore an outdoor three 
cornered cap.  
 One ים  a nice Jewish ,פּוּרִּ
boy, יַעֲקֹב, decided that this 
styled head-covering was 
synonymous with הָמָן’s hat and 
came up an idea of his own. He 
drew a sketch of his dream 
ישׁעֶ ‘ יבִּ  hat. He went to the ’יְשִּׁ
local furrier who loved his idea. 
That ים  the boy dressed up as פּוּרִּ
כַי  and rode through town מָרְדֳּ
with his black hat and a feather 
stuck in the band. It was a major 
hit, especially among בְנֵי תּוֹרָה. 
The hat was named after the 
town, Macerone, and has been 
the headgear of Jewish men 
every since. A new multi-billion 
industry came into being, and 
today’s Borsolino hats are 
replicas of Yankel’s first doodle. 
 My י  יַעֲקֹב imagine if ,רֶבִּ
wouldn’t have acted on his 
dream, a dream that changed the 
headgear of every ’yeshiva-man’ 
in the world. Many great ideas 
are lost, because people dream 
but don’t act! 

ידוּת יד Your  ,בְיְדִּ  תַּלְמִּ

Sauce: Shoe Shine Serenades, ן טֶּ רוּמַת הַבֶּ  and more ,תְּ
(with kind permission from the Purim Rebbe יטָ״א  (שַׁלִּ

Contest Continued

זֵרוֹת ת״ח ות״ט and the Cossacks during the infamous ימ״ש Poland, were saved from the pogroms led by Chmielnicki ,(מז׳בוז׳) of Mezhbuzh. The Jews of Międzyrzec פּוּרִים This day was established as — 1647 / 5408 טֵבֵת 11 כַי Interestingly, the hero who was responsible for saving the city was called .(1649 — 1648) גְּ דְּ תֵר and his wife's name was מָרְּ   .אֶסְּ
רוֹן This day was established as — 1741 / 5501 טֵבֵת 14 רוּשׁ the Pasha (Persian or Turkish Governor that ruled over a country or a province) demanded that the Jews in his regime give him 50,000 ,5501 ,טֵבֵת On 11 .פּוּרִים The Window — פּוּרִים טאַקאַ or ,פּוּרִים חֶבְּ   .a large sack with 50,000 gold coins was miraculously discovered on a windowsill in the main shul טֵבֵת in order to annul his extermination order. The Jews fasted for three days and on the morning of 14 גְּ

 
הִלָה by the Baghdad (a day of miracles) יוֹם הַנֵס Baghdad. The Turkish leader Sultan Morad IV conquered the city of Baghdad from the Persians for the second time with the help of the Jews. The day was celebrated as a פּוּרִים This day was established as — 1638 / 5399 טֵבֵת 16 הָג and the city has a ,קְּ  .on this day תַחֲנוּן not to say מִנְּ

14 years of events recorded in the מגלה by month & year

 The 12th year of our 

international הִלְכוֹת חַג בְחַג contest is 

starting next ת  Our contest .שַבָּ

learning will IY”H focus on your 

learning some of the practical כוֹת  of הֲלָּ

the upcoming סַח — יוֹם טוֹב  .הִלְכוֹת פֶּ

 Starting פוּרִים, begin learning 

at least two כוֹת סַח in הֲלָּ  from הִלְכוֹת פֶּ

רוּךְ ן עָּ לְחָּ סַח every day until קִצוּר שֻׁ ב פֶּ רֶּ  עֶּ

(29 days). The two practical נִים  in סִימָּ

רוּךְ ן עָּ לְחָּ  to be completed twice קִצוּר שֻׁ

(totaling 23 סְעִיפִים x2) chosen for the 

contest are:  ן קי״ח ) סִימָּ ר  נַת הַסֵדֶּ  -הַכָּ

ן קי״ט and (י״א סְעִיפִים ר לֵיל ) סִימָּ סֵדֶּ

ר  י״ב סְעִיפִים -סֵדֶּ ). 

(continued on page 2.7 in this 

publication …) 

 Those who IY”H finish all the סְעִיפִים (along with completing שְנַיִם מִקְרָא וְאֶחָד תַרְגּוּם per grade level) before פּוּרִים or פֶּסַח can review what they learned in the remaining days of the contest. To join, please send a signed weekly fax to 718 506 9633 – include  grade, name, school, city, state, contact # — or parents/rebbei’im can send a weekly email (with the week’s parasha in the subject line) to : shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com. 

The Contest



King Achashveirosh was Finnish with 
his disobedient wife, Queen Vashti.

Meanwhile, Mordechai sat outside the palace, 
where the Chile Haman would Czech up on him daily.

Mordechai went into mourning and tore his 
clothes - a custom known as Korea. He urged 
Esther to plead with the king. The Jews fasted 

for three days and grew very Hungary.

Haman and his ten sons were hanged and 
went immediately to the Netherlands. And to 
Sweden the deal, the Jews were allowed to 
Polish off the rest of their foes as well.

At the feast, she invited her guests 
to a second banquet to eat Samoa.

Haman’s loud Wales could be heard 
as he carried Honduran this scene.

And that is why the Purim story Israeli a 
miracle. G-d decided to China light on His 

chosen people. So now, let’s celebrate! Forget 
all your Syria’s business and just be happy! 

Serb up some wine and Taiwan on! Happy Purim!

After  she  had  Ghana  way,  the  king’s  messengers  
went Roman the land to find a new queen. And India 

end, the beautiful Esther won the crown.

You Congo 
now!

Kenya Belize 
come to a banquet 
I’ve prepared for 
you and Haman?

I Haiti you because you 
refuse to bow to me! USA very 

stubborn man. You Jews are such 
Bahamas! If you keep this up, 

Denmark my words! I will have 
all your people killed!

In the entire world we find that Klal Yisroel are a nation scattered yet singular, planted 
in many lands yet rooted in one eternal covenant. Hashem promises that wherever they 
journey, His Presence journeys with them, guiding their steps through every exile and 
every era. Empires redraw borders, but they cannot erase a people whose homeland 
dwells in their hearts. Across continents and generations, the Jewish spirit endures with 
unwavering faith. At the time of the Megillah, though dispersed across 127 provinces, Klal 
Yisroel fasted, prayed, and united under Mordechai and Esther’s leadership. Distance did 
not divide them, and decree did not defeat them. Together they transformed fear into 
tefillah and uncertainty into trust. Thus Purim reminds us that even across the globe, 

Klal Yisroel remain one nation under Hashem - united and eternal.

Esther, why 
Jamaica big meal like 

this? Just tell me what 
you want. Unto half my 

United Kingdom will I 
give you.

You lost 
your enemies and 

Uganda friend.

Spain full for 
me to say this, but 
Haman is Russian to 

kill my people.

Around the World in 80 Punsבס״ד

Just 
Kuwait and 
see, you 
Turkey!

Oman! Iraq my 
brains in an effort to 
destroy the Jews. But 
that sneaky Mordechai 

- Egypt me!

Reshaim Remnants
The very first זֹהַר explains that רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  is כְּ
compared to a rose because the flower has thirteen 
petals. The thirteen petals correspond to the 
thirteen דּוֹת  .attributes of mercy ,רַחֲמִים of מְּ

Corresponding to every petal there is a thorn. Therefore, there are 
thirteen thorns on every stem. These correspond to the thirteen 
enemies of רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ מָעֵאל starting from – כְּ  :הָמָן and ending with יִשְּ
מָעֵאל עֹה ,עֲמָלֵק ,עֵשָו ,יִשְּ עָם\בָלָק ,פַרְּ רָא ,בִלְּ חֵרִיב ,גָלִיַת ,סִיסְּ נֶצַר ,סַנְּ בוּכַדְּ  ,נְּ
טִיוֹכוּס רִיָאנוּס ,טִיטוּס ,אַנְּ  הָמָן The thorn of .הָמָן and (Hadrian) הַדְּ
perished, brought out the rose  in רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  ,בַיִת שֵנִי and led to the כְּ
so too may all the wicked thorns of our time perish and we will see  
the  לִישִי יָמֵינוּ אָמֵן ,בַיִת שְּ הֵרָה בְּ  !בִמְּ

...וגם אויבנו   
יאבדו, ויסתרו 

ולא נמצאו 
 לעולם 
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בס״ד

 is a time of great joy and it is also a time when people פּוּרִים 
do not take things quite as seriously as they do the rest of the year. It 
is with this in mind that there used to be a (מוֹרֶה מִפִּי מוֹרֶה) מְסוֹרָה for 
the young ית רַבָן  on this festive day פִּזְמוֹן to sing a complex תִנוֹקוֹת שֶל בֵּ
(original version as from the days of מָרְדָכַי and ר  :(אֶסְתֵּ

 A ring-a-ring of roses 
A pocketful of posies 

A tissue-a-tissue 
We all fall down. 

 This פִּזְמוֹן needs אוּר  .It is obvious that it has great depth .בֵּ
The י שוּשַן י וּמִנְהָגֵּ  asks a few perplexing questions, and with his טַעַמֵּ
answers he opened up a whole new insight into this פִּזְמוֹן: 
 (2) What is the חֶשְבוֹן that the ר  chooses to double the מְחַבֵּ
word ring and tissue, but only finds it necessary to use a pocketful of 
posies? (4) How exactly did a ring of roses, a pocketful of posies and 
two tissues make them all fall down? (4)  Why is this פִּזְמוֹן sung 
specifically on (1) ?פּוּרִים Who was the “we” referring to, in the last 
line, “we all fall down”? (5) What is the significance of this “pocketful” 
of posies? (6) Why is the י דוֹרוֹת  to hold hands and dance in a מִנְהָג מִדוֹרֵּ
circle all through the פִּזְמוֹן?  (b) Why do we abruptly fall to the ground 
when singing the last words of this rather short but intriguing פִּזְמוֹן? 
 The ְאָלטעֶר שִיך explained that this brilliant פִּזְמוֹן was 
composed to provide the other side of the story of הָמָן’s string of 
failed misunderstandings. His 1st mistake. He never learned the מִדְרָש 
on the words in (2:2) שִיר הַשִירִים, “As the rose among the thorns, so is 

my love among the maidens”. [Ed. Note: The 2 double words (ring & 
tissue) are alluding to chapter and verse in (2:2) שִיר הַשִירִים].  The 
ל protect [the roses]  צַדִיקִים explains that the מִדְרָש  from their כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
sins [the thorns]. צַדִיקִים will come together and unify ל  כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
through תְשוּבָה to bring them closer to ד. The first ring, symbolizes the 
ל of אַחְדוּת  dancing in a ring, holding each other’s hand and כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
equally connected to their neighbors. The 2nd ring represents ד׳’s 
eternal connection to ל  ,A ring has no beginning and no end .כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
representing the eternal nature of ד׳’s eternal connection to His 
people. His second mistake was the power of תוֹרָה learning with 
children. הָמָן reluctantly admitted that מָרְדְכַי’s teaching about a 
pocketful of posies (flours) (small amount of עוֹמֶר flour) had 
outweighed his 10,000 silver שְקָלִים. His 4th mistake was in his date 
calculation of his wicked plan. He saw a tissue cloth when he drew the 
lots and picked the month of אֲדָר. He immediately thought he hit a 
jackpot. This was the month that ל  used many tissues after כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
 He was unaware that the .שִבְעָה s passing and then during the’מֹשֶה
tissue cloth represent the cloth wrapping of מֹשֶה when he was born 
and again at his בְרִית. And so, just after הָמָן describes his public 
embarrassment, but just before הָמָן is taken to his first and only  סְעוּדַת
 before whom you have begun ,מָרְדְכַי trembled, “If ,זֶרֶש ,his wife ,פּוּרִים
to fall, is of Jewish descent, YOU will surely fall down!” She really 
meant to say “WE”! We all fall down to commemorate the other side 
of the story! Adapted from: Shoe Shine Serenades, תְרוּמַת הַבֶטֶן, and more 

(with kind permission from the Purim Rebbe שליט״א) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI PIRCHEI
בידינו אבותינו  מסורת 

A G U D A T H  I S R A E L  O F  A M E R I C A

March -3°, 6026 - י"א אדר ג', תתפ"ו - Vol: A4 Issue: Are we there yet? ok
פרשה: תצוה     מפטיר: זכור )דברים כה:יז-יט(     הפטרה: ויאמר שמואל... )שמואל א טו:א-לד(

משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם     ותן טל ומטר לברכה     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(
דף יומי: מנחות ח״מ     מצות עשה: 4   מצות לא תעשה: 3

משנכנס אדר מרבים בשמחה!

ה ן עֲלוֹת מִשִׁפְלָׁ ת שׁוֹשָׁׁ  סֻגַּ
… a nation that came together in a hedge of 

roses        , rose up from destruction 
ן מָׁ  thought he could           the growth of הָׁ
אֵל ל יִשְרָׁ  ,      but he was just a prickly ,כְלַּ
destined to be up         ed. ן מָׁ  to         הָׁ
power, but he didn't realize that אֵל ל יִשְרָׁ  כְלַּ
has much deeper                     . ן מָׁ  s plan’הָׁ
was clearly a       ding failure because he 
underestimated the           . A single rose 
might be fragile, but when we come together, 
אֵל ל יִשְרָׁ  become an un-       -       -able            כְלַּ
force and He protects us from all the prickly                of 
the world.                             Sauce: Based on the קְרוֹבֶץ for פּוּרִים on וִד ח דָׁ  .אֶת צֶמַּ
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